TOWARDS A NEW SOCIETY

and subject races, which must in the end
bring about a collapse and disruption of the
whole structure. The Roman Empire was the
typical example of this experiment. Next, there,
was what can be called the racial line. Many
attempts have been made in this direction, but
nothing very successful has taken shape. Pan-
Slavism, Pan-Arabism, Pan-Jewry are some of
the expressions of this movement It has the fatal
fault of a basis that is uncertain and doubtful: for
a pure race is a myth and in modern conditions
the cry must necessarily be a cry in the wilder-
ness. Many races and peoples have in the
course of human history been thrown together,
they have to live together, are compelled to
lead a common social, political, economic and
cultural life. That indeed was the genesis of
nationhood. The hegemony of a so-called
Nordic race over the world was one of the
monsters produced by this attempt, a reductio
ad absurdum of the principle.

The third is the religious principle.
Religion, that is to say, institutional religion
has also sought to unify mankind on a larger
basis, as large indeed as the world itself. The
aim of Christendom, of Islam was frankly a
conquest of the whole human race for the one
jealous Lord. Buddhism and Hinduism did not
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